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COMPANY

(in alphabetical order)

MBITON. ..o s CRYSTAL DICKINSON
BiG M ..o LIZAN MITCHELL
ANER .. ANDREA PATTERSON

................................ ALICIA PILGRIM
LAUREN F. WALKER

DANCE CAPLAIN. .....oeoveoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeee s s seeeseseseee s eseseeseneenes LAUREN F. WALKER
SEAGE MBNAGET ...ttt sneanees LUISA SANCHEZ COLON

UNDERSTUDIES
Understudies never substitute for the listed performers unless
a specific announcement is made at the time of the appearance.
For Marion/Ainee-JENNEAN FARMER; for Plum/Reesee-TA’'NEESHA MURPHY; for
Big Ma~CHAVEZ RAVINE.

CULLUD WATTAH WILL BE PERFORMED WITH ONE INTERMISS ON.

flash, is strictly prohibited. Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones, beepers and watches.
The use of cell phonesin the theatre is prohibited by New York City law.

SHOP NOW

for all your Broadway merchandise
and Playbill souvenirs
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A NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT: ON

66 THEATRE

TQUETTE

this here is a free, Blk space. this here be hoth jook joint & storefront baptist church.? tonight, i
invite you to get free. what i mean is:

you are free to participate
both physically & audibly.

we are gathered here—in front of God & everybody—to create a moment together. in doing so,

you are free to sway in your seat, gasp, laugh, cry, offer an “amen” or a “that’s right!” or a “mmph,”
should the music or the spirit move you. while walking in this freedom, please keep in mind that
the actors have come to tell a story & the audience has come to hear & watch this story. consider
using a range of vocalization. remember, ain’t no harm to moan.

you are free to hear collective
witness & he collectively witnessed.

after all, this is the nature of a jook joint & one of the purposes of church, of community.

YOII are fl'ee 0f jlldgemelll'. here, we aholish the culture

of policing. be free to bring your full self into this space & accept that everyone else here is free to
do the same.

for the love & liberation of My People,

Soka) Deehssam -]

Erika Dickerson-Despenza

|. Many thanks to Dominique Morisseau & her bravery for pioneering the articulation of how audiences should engage with her
work, prompting me to do the same.

2. The word “jook” is etymologically derived from the Gullah word “juk,” meaning disorderly. jook joints & Blk baptist churches
(or church-like places) are historically spaces where Blk folks freely socialize & worship as their full selves amid the horrors
of slavery, jim & jane crow & other oppressive institutions.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

THE PUBLIC THEATER continues the
work of its visionary founder Joe Papp as
a civic institution engaging, both on stage
and off, with some of the most important
ideas and social issues of today. Conceived
over 60 years ago as one of the nation’s
first nonprofit theaters, The Public has
long operated on the principles that the-
ater is an essential cultural force and that
art and culture belong to everyone. Under
the leadership of Artistic Director Oskar
Eustis and Executive Director Patrick
Willingham, The Public’s wide breadth of
programming includes an annual season
of new work at its landmark home at As-
tor Place, Free Shakespeare in the Park at
The Delacorte Theater in Central Park, the
Mobile Unit touring throughout New York
City’sfive boroughs, Public Forum, Under
the Radar, Public Lab, Public Works, Pub-
lic Shakespeare Initiative and Joe's Pub.
Since premiering Hair in 1967, The Public
continues to create the canon of Ameri-
can theater and is currently represented
on Broadway by the Tony Award-winning
musical Hamilton by Lin-Manuel Miranda
and Girl From the North Country. Their
programs and productions can also be seen
regionally across the country and around
theworld. The Public has received 59 Tony
Awards, 184 Obie Awards, 55 Drama Desk
Awards, 58 Lortel Awards, 34 Outer Critic
Circle Awards, 13 New York Drama Crit-
ics' Circle Awards, 56 AUDEL CO Awards,
6 Antonyo Awards and 6 Pulitzer Prizes.
publictheater.org

CRYSTAL DICKINSON (Marion). Broad-
way: Clybourne Park, You Can't Take It
With You. Off-Broadway credits: Lincoln
Center, The Public Theater, Signature The-
ater, Playwrights Horizons and Two River

Theater. Film and TV credits: | Origins,
“The Good Wife,” “New Amsterdam” and
recurring roles on the Showtime drama
“The Chi” and ABC's “For Life.”
JENNEAN FARMER (u/s Marion/Ai-
nee). The Public: Ain't No Mo’, Made to
Dance in Burning Buildings (Joe's Pub),
Blueprint Specials (Under the Radar Fes-
tival). Off-Broadway: Toni Stone. Region-
al: Mlima’s Tale. Film: The Secret Art of
Human Flight (co-star), A Thousand and
One (co-star), The Good Nurse (co-star),
How the Light Gets In (co-star). TV: “That
Damn Michael Che” (co-star), “New Am-
sterdam” (co-star), “FBI” (co-star). Train-
ing/education: MFA in acting from The
New School for Drama.

LIZAN MITCHELL (Big Ma). Broad-
way: Electra, Having Our Say, So Long
on Lonely Street. Off-Broadway: Pas-
sages, First Noel, Brownsville Song, Cell,
Rosmersholm, for colored girls..., Gum,
Ma Rose and Salt. Regional: STC, CATF,
Rep Theater of St. Louis, The Old Globe,
Trinity Rep, Arena Stage, Cleveland Play
House, Yale Rep, Berkeley Rep, Victory
Gardens, NBT U.K., Cincinnati Play-
house, Roundhouse Theater. Film/TV: De-
troit, We'll Never Have Paris, The Human
Stain, The Preacher’s Wife, “Unbreakable
Kimmy Schmidt,” “Deadbeat,” “Golden
Boy,” “John Adams,” “The Good Wife,”
“Sesame Street,” “The Wire.”
TA'NEESHA MURPHY she/her (uls
PlunvReesee), a Washington, D.C., native,
is a recent graduate of SUNY Purchase
BFA Acting Conservatory. She is excited
to have her first professional theatre proj-
ect be that of cullud wattah, a beautifully
written and heartbreaking story that re-
minds her of why she wanted to help bring

On stage or off...
Find your next gig through

PLAYBILL JOBS

Visit Playbill.com/Jobs to apply for everything
from internships to administrative positions.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

stories like this to life. University credits
include Marisol, As You Like It and A Peo-
ple’'s History of Looting.

ANDREA PATTERSON she/her (Ainee).
Recently seen this summer in New York
Times Critics' Pick Seize the King as
Queen Woodville. In 2019, Patterson com-
pleted Dominique Morisseau’s three-play
cycle at Detroit Public Theatre as Silver in
Paradise Blue. TV credits include “Blue
Bloods,” “Manifest” and “Jessica Jones.”
In addition, Patterson is an applied the-
atre artist using drama to engage students
in social/emotional learning. Patterson is
a proud Detroit native and a graduate of
Purchase College Acting Conservatory.
ALICIA PILGRIM (Plum) was born and
raised in Washington, D.C. She is a Duke
Ellington alumna and a recent graduate of
SUNY Purchase Acting Conservatory (c/o
2020). Recent credits: A Thousand and
One (Simone); Mr. Burns, a Post-Elec-
tric Play (Purchase Repertory Theatre).
@atribecalledalicia

CHAVEZ RAVINE (u/s Big Ma). Off-
Broadway: Toni Morrison's The Bluest
Eye (The Duke on 42nd Street), | Want to
Live (The Medicine Show). Regional: San-
ta Cruz Shakespeare, The Arden Theatre,
Portland Center Stage, OSF, Steppenwolf,
Virginia Stage Co., Congo Square Theatre,
Chicago Shakespeare Theater, Barrington
Stage, Virginia State Theatre, Pegasus Play-
ers Theatre, Bailiwick Repertory Theatre,
Lookingglass Theatre, Piven Theatre Work-
shop alum. Flm/TV: Barbershop I, Death
of a President, Seepwalk With Me, April
Fools, Tapioca, Southern Cross, “Prison
Break.” Awards: Drammy Award for Best

Lead, Black Theatre Alliance Award for
Best Lead in Drama.

LAUREN F. WALKER she/her (Reesee) is
an actress and multi-hyphenate artist from
Washington, D.C. Walker is an alumna
of Duke Ellington School of the Arts and
the BFA Acting Conservatory at SUNY
Purchase College. Credits include MCC'’s
Charm, The Public’'s Julius Caesar, HBO's
“That Damn Michael Che,” Connecticut
Repertory Theater’s Pericles and True Craft
Media's Do Your Best. Walker is deeply
grateful for the opportunity to tell this in-
credibly important story. Learn more at
LaurenFWalker.com and @lovevolvz.
ERIKA DICKERSON-DESPENZA she/
her (Playwright) is a Blk, queer femi-
nist poet-playwright and cultural-memory
worker from Chicago, lllinois. Awards:
Susan Smith Blackburn Prize (2021), Lau-
rentsHatcher Foundation Award (2020),
Thom Thomas Award (2020), Lilly Award
(2020), Barrie and Bernice Stavis Award
(2020), Grist 50 Fixer (2020), Princess
Grace Playwriting Award (2019). Select
Residencies and Fellowships: Tow Play-
wright-in-Residence at The Public Theater
(2019-2020), U.S. Water Alliance Nation-
a Arts & Culture delegate (2019), New
York Stage and Film Fellow-in-Residence
(2019), New Harmony Project Writer in
Residence (2019), Dramatists Guild Foun-
dation Fellow (2018-2019), The Lark Van
Lier New Voices Fellow (2018). Commu-
nities: Ars Nova Play Group (2019-2021),
Youngblood Collective (EST). Commis-
sions: Climate Change Theatre Action,
The Public Theater, Studio Theatre & Wil-
liamstown Theatre Festival. Productions:
cullud wattah (Victory Gardens Theater,

Get social!
Follow us for exclusive insider content

/playbill @playhbill

@playbill

playbill
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

2022), [hieroglyph] (San Francisco Play-
house/L orraine Hansberry Theatre, 2021).
Currently, Dickerson-Despenza is devel-
oping a ten-play Katrina Cycle, including
[hieroglyph] and shadow/land, focused on
the effects of Hurricane Katrina and its
state-sanctioned, man-made disaster rip-
pling in and beyond New Orleans.

CANDIS C. JONES shelher (Director). Se-
lected credits: Detroit '67 (D.C. Signature The-
atre), Black Solo Plays (Willamstown Thesater
Festivd), shadow/land (The Public Thester),
53% Of (The Alliance Thester), B*tch (Page
73), Everybody (NYU Tisch), Trapt (Jo€'s
Pub), House of the Negro Insane (Bay Area
Playwrights Festival), Pipeline (Detroit Public
Thester), Nike (A.C.T. New Strands Festival),
The Wolves (American Academy), Brother
Rabbit (New Black Fest), Name Calling (Ken-
nedy Center), Morning in America (Primary
Stages), TEMBO! (Zanzibar Internationa Film
Fest). Upcoming: School Girls; Or, the Afri-
can Mean Girls Play (Cincinnati Playhouse).
Awards and Fellowships: 2016 Lilly Award,
WP Thester’s 2018-2020 Lab, Drama League

alum. candiscjones.com

ADAM RIGG them/them (Scenic Design)
Off-Broadway: Fefu And Her Friends, Is
God Is, Revolt. She Said. Revolt Again.; The
House That WiII Not Stand; Continuity; Fab-
ulation; O, Earth; Actually; Blue Ridge. Re-
gional: Water By The Spoonful, Girls, White
Noise, Familiar. Opera: Breaking The Waves,
Prism, Proving Up, Pelléas et Mélisande.
Awards. Princess Grace Award, Pierre Car-
din Fellowship, Henry Hewes Design Award,
Ovation Award. Education: BA: University of
CaliforniaLosAngeles, MFA: Yale School of
Drama. www.adamriggdesign.com

KARA HARMON (Cosiume Design). Off-
Broadway: The Niceties (Manhattan Thegtre
Club), Lockdown (Rattlestick Playwrights),
Dot (Vineyard Thestre). Select regiond: Shut-
ter Ssters (The Old Globe), Darlin’ Cory (The
Alliance), Guys & Dalls (Guthrie Theatre),
Eclipsed (Milwaukee Rep), The Color Purple
(Portland Center Stage), The WZ (Ford's The-
atre, Helen Hayes Award), The Purigts (Hun-
tington Theatre), Barbecue (Geffen Playhouse,
NAACP Award). Assstant costume design
TV: “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisdl” season two
(Amazon), “Daredevil” season two (Netflix),
“Boardwalk Empire” season five (HBO). Train-
ing: NY U Tisch. KaraHarmonDesign.com
JEANETTE OI-SUK YEW she/her
(Lighting Design) is an award-winning
lighting designer for theatre, dance, op-

era, musicals, music performances, in-
stallation, immersive experiences and
digital productions. She aims to create a
visual environment that is organically in-
tegrated into the landscape and language
of the production. The New York Times
described her designs as “clever” and “in-
ventive.” Recent: KPOP! (Henry Hewes
Award, Lortel and Drama Desk nomina-
tions), Sweet Land (2020 Lighting Design
Achievement Award), Suicide Forest and
En Garde Art’s A Dozen Dreams.

SINAN REFIK ZAFAR he/him (Sound De-
sign and Composition). Broadway: What the
Constitution Means to Me. Nationa tours:
What the Constitution Means to Me, What to
Send Up When It Goes Down. Off-Broadway:
MCC, NYTW, Rattlestick, Clubbed Thumb,
The Movement Theatre Company, Water-
well. Regional: Berkeley Rep, The Guthrie,
Williamstown Theatre Festival, Yale Rep,
Geva Theatre, Theatreworks Silicon Valley,
PlayMakers Rep. Other: Wingspace. MFA:
Yale School of Drama. sinanzafar.com
EARON CHEW NEALEY (Hair, Wigsand
Makeup Design) is a wig, hair and makeup
designer from Texas. Broadway design
credits include Chicken and Biscuits (as-
sociate wig and makeup designer), Sweat
(associate makeup designer). Other design
credits include Nina Smone: Four \Wbmen
(Berkshire Theatre Group); Little Girl Blue
(Goodspeed); The Woman's Party (Clubbed
Thumb); The Colored Museum (Oakwood
Secondary School); Once on This Island (Pi-
oneer Theatre Company); Little Women (Dal-
las Theater Center); Oklahoma!, Patsy Cline
(Weston Playhouse); Mojada (The Public);
Memphis, Dream Girls (Cape Fear Regional
Theater); Cadillac Crew, Twelfth Night (Yale
Rep). Matilda (Colorado University).
CORINNE GOLOGURSKY they/she
(Prop Manager). The Public: Merry Wves
(assistant prop manager), Ain't No Mo’ (as-
sistant prop manager), Eve's Song (assistant
prop manager), Sea Wall/A Life (assistant
prop manager), Kings (assistant prop man-
ager). Off-Broadway: 72 Miles to Go (assis-
tant prop manager), All the Natalie Portmans
(assistant prop manager). Regiona: Once
(Bucks County Playhouse); Sngin’ in the
Rain, Beauty and the Beast, Saturday Night
Fever (Maine State Music Theater). Opera:
Der Freischiitz, Fidelio, Don Giovanni, Dra-
gus Maximus, Hot Mama (Heartbeat Opera).
JUSTIN HICKS hefhim (Mocal Arrange-
ments) is a Drama Desk-nominated singer-
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

songwriter and sound artist. He's worked
with notable artists such as Abigail DeVille,
Kaneza Schaal, Meshell Ndegeocello, Hilton
Als, Bill T. Jones and Steffani Jemison. His
work has been featured at Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts, The Public, Barysh-
nikov Art Center, Festival steirischer herbst
(Graz, AT) and The Albertinum Museum
(Dresden, DE). Hicks was a member of Kara
Walker’'s 6-8 Months Space and holds a cu-
linary diplomafrom ICE in New York City.

ADESOLA OSAKALUMI (Movement Di-
rector). The Public: Coal Country, Othello,
Public Studio’s cullud wattah. Broadway:
Fela!l, Equus. Off-Broadway: runboyrun,
Syncing Ink, Skeleton Crew, Eyewitness
Blues, Jam on the Groove. National tour:
Felal Regional: In Your Arms. Film: Red
Pill, Ibrahim, Sex and the City 2, Crazy Beats
Srong, Enchanted, Across the Universe,
School of Rock. TV: “Ice” Awards: Bessie
Award, Drama Desk nhominee. adesola.com

JANELLE CASO (Production Sage Man-
ager). The Public: The Line, Shipwreck,
Romeo y Julieta, Coal Country, Wild Goose
Dreams, Mobile Unit's The Tempest, Mli-
ma’s Tale, Under the Radar Festival, Oedi-

pus El Rey, Star-Crossed (Los Desdichados).
Broadway: Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory, Noises Off. National tour: Evil Dead.
Regional: The Most Spectacularly Lamen-
table Trial of Miz Martha Washington, Into
the Wbods, Cyrano, A Midsummer Night's
Dream, Hamlet, Othello, The Comedy of
Errors, Frost/Nixon, RFK, American Sigo,
Hurlyburly, Fiddler on the Roof, Gypsy, Phil-
adelphia Orchestra Valentine's Day concert.
Columbia University (MFA).

LUISA SANCHEZ COL ON she/her (Stage
Manager). The Public: Maobile Unit's Sum-
mer of Joy, Romeo y Julieta, Shipwreck, The
Line, Under the Radar Festival, Mojada,
White Noise, Miss You Like Hell, Oedipus
El Rey. Studio Theater: | Hate it Here. LCT:
Greater Clements. National tour: Biscuit,
Dog Loves Books. Other NY theatre: The
Paper Hat Game, Gruesome Playground
Injuries, The Fire This Time Festival. Inter-
national (UK): Hangmen (Royal Court The-
atre), Hijinx Unity Festival.

Information in “ Who's Who in the Cast” is provided by the
production. Where opinions are expressed, they are those
of the players, not necessarily those of pLayBILL Magazine.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

AND HAVE PLAYBILL DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

Subscribe to PLAYBILL's
monthly magazine and enjoy

12 ISSUES FOR
the best that PLAYBILL has to
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photos of opening night
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PLAYBILL

Subscribe at 800-437-7456 or playbillstore.com

Or send check or money order for $24 (add $7 outside the U.S.) to:
PLAYBILL Magazine, 151 Fairchild Ave. Ste. 2, Plainview, NY 11803-1709
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STAFF FOR CULLUD WATTAH

Assistant Director/Drama League Fellow.... Reena Dutt
Associate Movement Director. . Jill Vallery
Dialect Coach.........ccveviieeeeiiiieiieieieeeeeeaeas Chris Berry
Associate Scenic Designers. .... Kate Campbell,

Anton Volovsek
Assistant Costume Designer.................. DeShon Elem
Associate Hair/Wig/Makeup Designer ...Loryn Pretorius
Assistant Lighting Designer. ... Christopher Wong
Associate Sound Designer . Tye Hunt Fitzgerald
Assistant Line Producer...... ....Amy Lau Croyle

Associate Company Manager .. ... Rosie Kolbo
Assistant Production Manager .... Kendall Allen
Production Assistant Emilia Wojciechowski
Script Production Assistant. Adalhia Hart
Tech/Sub Production Assistant............. Daniel Vaughn
General Production Overhire Lead ........... Max Carlson
General Production Overhire............. Kaycie Sweeney,

Taeuk Kang, Eric Berkley
Assistant Prop Manager..............ccccouveeennns
Seasonal Assistant Audio Supervisor..

~Matt Hubbs

Production Audio .

... Chontol J Calvin
SUD AL oo Camille Denholm
Audio Crew ......... Ken Goodwin, Alejandro Suquisupa,

Alec Harris, Cezary Oniszczuk,

Patrick Calhoun, Noah Phillips,

John Emmett O'Brien, Sammy Ravs

Seasonal Costume Shop Administrator..... Vicky Butler

Costume Coordinator...........ccceeeen. Hannah Mattingly

Costume Crew ........cc.euen... Megan Parker, Sam Wood,

Julia Squier, Jules DeSchryver, Jennie Mazur

Costume Crafts.......... Sophie Stratyner, LA Clevenson

Wardrobe Supervisor ....... Sara Decker

Wardrobe Crew Skyler Glaser

Wardrobe Crew Sub Rebecca Christian

Hair/Wig Supervisor .. .Stephanie Echevarria

Hair/Wig Sub......ccoooveieieiiiiiiiiiceeeeees Megan Carpenter

Head Electrician.... ..Erin Summers-Jones

Assistant Head Electrician.. Bryson Kiser

Light Board Programmer.. ..Jake Roberts

Light Board Operator Jesus Santiago

Electricians Aja Anderson, Archer Swietek,

ck Ballantyne, Cassandra Zeugin,

Christopher Stowell, Cody Richardson,

Elizabeth Schweitzer, James Bell |I, Jenn Gallo,

Jesus Santiago, Jonas Hayes, Joseph Scardino,

Megan Seibel, Nathan Selinger, Sasha Casucci,

Shane Crowley, Adam Gabel, Anna Garrett-Larsen,

Dajane Wilson, Daniel Roth, Emma Sheehan,

Erin Feil, Kat Meister, Martin Bolger,

Noah Stape, Parker Damm, SG Lehmann,

James Dewhurst, Samantha Weiser

Prop Runner ....Riley Hutchison

Scenery/Props Run Crew Sub.................... Mary Flynn

Prop Artisans............... Olive Barre iley Hutchison,

Milo Robinson, Daniel Brothers

Scenery Special Projects .... Meb Griffin

Lead Carpenter............... .... Carrie Zollinger
Scenery Construction &

Load-In Crew.......... Joseph Hultquist, Nick Fleming,

Howard Moncada, Emily Scanlan, Colin Colford,

Allison Spanyer, Cliona Smith, Guthrie Park

Lead Scenic Artist ......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis Jacob Caire

Scenic Artists........... ..Owen Nuss, Kendall Davila

Lead Show Carpenter..........ccceevevevevivnnnnns Luis Torres

Logistics Technicians...... ... Bob Vesce, Martin Rlos,

Shaka Fofanna

CREDITS
Sound equipment provided by Masque Sound.

“lead in de wattah” [a re-visit(id) negro spiritual fo(r)
flint]
Written by: avery r. young
Performed by: avery r. young
Courtesy of FPE Records

“com(b)”
Written by: avery r. young
Performed by: avery r. young
Courtesy of FPE Records

“Crown of Water”

Written by: Chief Ayanda Clarke
Performed by: Chief Ayanda Clarke
with THE FADARA GROUP Music Collective
Courtesy of: AJIBILU MUSIC LLC

SPECIAL THANKS
Special thanks to Kathy Vance at Linder Farms in
Edison, Ohio for additional water bottle collection,
Harkness Center for Dance Injuries, Clinicians of the
Diaspora, Kasa Healing.

PUBLIC THEATER STAFF

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Artistic Director
Executive Director.. Patrick Willingham
Associate Artistic Directo ector of

Public Theater Productions.............. Mandy Hackett
Associate Artistic Director/

Resident Director
Managing Director ....
Senior Director, Advancement..

Oskar Eustis

. Saheem Ali
Jeremy Adams
..Kelli Payne

Senior Director, Development................ Kristina Hoge
Chief Marketing Officer .........ccccceeeeeeeenn Tom McCann
Senior Director, Finance and

Administration...........cccceieieiiinnnn. Danny Williams
Senior Director,

Facility Operations.................... Valerie D. Simmons
Senior Counsel, Legal Affairs Avita Delerme
Administrative Chief of Staff............ Rosalind Barbour
Director, Strategic Research and

Planning.........uueuiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Ciara Murphy

Executive Assistant to the
Artistic Director ..
Executive Assistant to the

Jessica Slaght

Executive Director................... Carla Bianco-Biagini
Board Governance Manager ................... Jessica Wang
Artistic Office Assistant................ Irving Torres-Lopez

Associate Director,

Public Theater Productions...... Leah Cloney-Matthes
Producer of Artistic Programs /

Interim Director of the Mobile Unit. Roxanna Barrios

Artistic Programs Associate........ Asha Nelson-Williams
Master Writer Chair.........cccceeeeeeennee Suzan-Lori Parks
PRODUCING
Director of Producing ...........oevvvveveunnnnnns Yuvika Tolani

Line Producers .........cceeeevuuneeeeennnns Audrey Frischman,
Garlia Cornelia Jones

Producing Coordinator....................... Amy Lau Croyle

CASTING
Directors of Casting........ Jordan Thaler, Heidi Griffiths
Casting Director...........uvvveieieiiiiiiieniieenns Kate Murray
Casting Associate...........uuuuiiiiieienans Chalin Tulyathan

GENERAL MANAGEMENT
Associate General Manager ............... Alyssa Simmons
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General Management
Business Manager...........
Contracts Manager.... Rachel London
Company Managers...... Heather Fichthorn, Liza Witmer
Associate Company Managers ....Cody Johnson, Rosie Kolbo
Company Management Assistant .. ... Nate Shelton
House Seat Coordinator............ . Carlos Serrano
General Management Associate. Sabrina Aziz

.. Chantal Thomson

NEW WORK DEVELOPMENT

Director, New Artists and
Dramaturgy Pipeline
Resident Artists

Jack Phillips Moore
.Tarell Alvin McCraney,
Daniel Sullivan, Shaina Taub

Tow Foundation
Playwright in Residence ..... Erika Dickerson-Despenza

Script Readers................ Amara Brady, Jessica Owens,
Nathaniel Whitehead
Emerging Writers Group ............... Nissy Aya, Aya Aziz,

Francisca da Silveira, Katie Do, Timothy DuWhite,
Ying Ying Li, Julian Mesri, Aridy Nox, Else C. Went

JOE’S PUB

Alex Knowlton
Jon Shriver

Director, Joe’s Pub
Production Manager, Joe’s Pub.
Lighting & Technical Supervisor,

Joe’s Pub
Marketing Manager, Joe's Pub ..
Artist Relations & Operations Manager,

. Ania Washington
Sacha Wynne

Joe'S PUD ... Jessie Moore
Programming & Administrative Manager,
JOe'S PUD ..o Isabel Kim
Performance Coordinators,
Joe’s Pub.............. Caroline Englander, Emily Zemba,
Marky Hinojosa
Audio Engineers, Joe's Pub............cccceeeeen Don Fierro,
Gaines Legare, Jake Cheriff, Reya Harris, Steve Ha
Lighting Designers, Joe's Pub ............. Colleen Doherty,

Daisy Long, Conor Mulligan, Emily Clarkson,

Jeanne Anne Carter, Oona Curley, Tyler Learned

Video Engineer, Joe's Pub .. ....JR Cronheim
Photographers, Joe’s Pub ...... a Ping Luo, David Andrako,
Kelly Cook, Yekaterina Gyadu

Joe'’s Pub Vanguard Resident.............. Laurie Anderson
Joe’s Pub Working Group........... Jaime Lozano, Kirsten
Maxwell, Roopa Mahadevan, Salty Brine,

Sarah Elizabeth Charles

PRODUCTION
Production Executive
Associate Director, Production ..
Production Managers

.. Ruth E. Sternberg
Jonathan Pellow
. Keaton Morris-Stan,
Jason Paradine, Caity Joy Smith

Assistant Production Managers .............. Kendall Allen,
Itzel Ayala

Production Logistics Coordinator ....... Samuel Arencibia
Production Administrator Kelly Moore
Manager of Designer Relations......... Maxwell Friedman
Assistant to the Production Executive...... Chris Guzman
Technical Director ..........ceeeeeeieeiiiiiiieeees Nick Moodey
Assistant Technical Director ...... Claire Summers-Jones
Scenery Office Administrator.. ... Laura Krassowski

Audio Supervisor
Associate Audio Supervisor..
Assistant Audio Supervisors...

Corrine Livingston
. Malachy Kronberg
Kortney Barber,

Rachel Forbes
Audio Office Administrator.......... Carrie Miller Freeman
Music Manager/Audio Shop Foreperson........ Sean Kraft
Props Supervisor ...Sara Swanberg
Associate Props Supervisor .. Rebecca David
Lighting Supervisor...........ccooevvvvevviiinnnnnn. Alex Brandt
Associate Lighting Supervisor Jennie Rodriguez
Lighting Office Administrator . ...Michael Rivera
Lighting Shop Foreperson. ..Caleb Kubiak

Video SUPerVISOr......cceeeeeeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeieannans Ido Levran

Assistant Video Supervisor..................... Jeremy Allen
PUBLIC WORKS

Director of Public Works....................... Laurie Woolery

Associate Director of Public Works.....Emily Sophia Knapp
Public Works Manager
of Community Impact.......... Pablo Hernandez Basulto
Master Teaching Artist .. Lori Elizabeth Parquet
Seasonal Community Coordinator ....Cornelius Davidson
Teaching Artists............ Reyna Bonaparte, Troy Burton,
Gabriela Garcia-Castro, Brisa Munoz, Alex Ubokudom

UNDER THE RADAR FESTIVAL
Director, Under the Radar Festival............ Mark Russell
Associate Director, Under the Radar Festival ....Jon Grenay

MOBILE UNIT
Community Programs Manager ... Praycious Wilson-Gay
Mobile Unit Program Assistant...... Jose Hugo Hurtado

PUBLIC SHAKESPEARE INITIATIVE
Director, Public Shakespeare Initiative .... Michael Sexton

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Senior Finance Manager,

Finance and Administration.................... Jessica Fink
Budget Analyst ..Topher Soltys
Finance Associate... Trisha Hirano
HR Business Partner Consultants

(Brainy HR Solutions) ....... Syrine Amia Reese-Gaines,

Fior Pena-Torres, Conchita Moody, Christine Watts
HR Special Projects Coordinator............ Nissa Syverson

HEALTH & SAFETY
COVID Testing Coordinator .................. Brittany Sellers
COVID Compliance Monitors.. Heather Englander,
Tyler Forrest, Alexx Hall, Jackie Tralies

DEVELOPMENT

Director, Institutional Partnerships

and Development Communications.... Kristen Gongora
Advisor, Leadership Giving........... Jan Gura
Director, Individual Giving .Becca Niemeyer
Director, Special Events ...... . Brooke Amico
Director, Advancement Services...............Susan Hayes
Major Gifts Officer izabeth Kipp-Giusti
Manager, Individual Giving .. ...Nina Sunderland
Manager, Special Events .. ..Madeline Ricca
Gala Assistant Chaele Davis
Associate Director,

X . Institutional Partnerships .... ...Gina DiRado
Cha_rge Artist .......... e Hugh Morris-Stan Manager, Institutional Partnerships....... Gabriel Lozada
Assistant Charge Artist . .. Tacy L. Flaherty  genior Manager
Scene Shop Foreperson..........ccccceeeeeennee Jam_es Sater Development Communications................ T.J. Berardo
Lead Show Carpenter ... ... Luis Torres  Assistant Director,
Draftsperson.......... -Kathryn Lieber  Data and Information Analytics ................ Sheela Luk
Costume Director...... Luke McDonough  Senior Manager, Ticketing Operations............. Zac Ford
Costume Shop Manager...... ..Vanessa Watters  Assistant Director,
Assistant Costume Shop Manager........ Melinda Basaca Advancement Services .........cccceeennnn. Kelsey Moriarty
Draper....c.cceeeeieeeeeee e Marie Stair  Senior Manager,
First Hand.........c.cccvvenenne ..Audrey Pallmeyer ~ Advancement Services Operations........... Taylor Logan
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Senior Associate,
Advancement Services Operations

Senior Associate, Tessitura Data
and Information Analytics....

Associate, Patron Services

Richard Mena

Cassidy Liz
.Shannon Teppert

MARKETING
Senior Manager, Marketing....
Marketing Manager
Development Marketing Manag
Marketing Coordinator
Web Developers

Justin Dewey
. Marivic Tagala
.. Aoife Mahood
....Karina Mena
Christyn Budzyna, Grace Chung

COMMUNICATIONS
Director, Institutional Communications..
Director, Public Relations...
Social Media Manager
Digital Engagement Associate
PR Manager
PR Associate
Publications Coordinator ....
PR Coordinator

. Shareeza Bhola
Laura Rigby
Miranda Palumbo
.... Nada Shaaban
.Samantha Wolfin
...Jana Zschoche
Emily White
.. Laura Mullaney

BRAND STUDIO
Senior Graphic Designer & Photographer

Tam Shell
..Christian Martin

Junior Graphic Designer

AUDIENCE SERVICES
Director, Audience Services Richard C. Denney IlI
Associate Box Office Manager Anthony Conty
Box Office Associate ..Daniella Martinez
Box Office Staff ..John Cosentmo Yoshi Weinberg
Call Center Manager .... Kate Longosky
Associate Call Center Manager .. Kaleda Davis
Call Center Associates Lindley Key, Josh Rozett
Call Center Staff.Jon Cook, Bethany Fustos, Yating Sun
Theater Manager Chris Capozzi
Associate Theater Manager .... ... Sarah Czwartacky
Assistant Theater Manager Manuel Vega
House Managers Keara Benton, Samantha Colon,
Bonnie Davis, Jennifer Gaspard, Samantha Grubner,
Elizabeth Reagan, Lucinda Wyatt, Neda Yeganeh
Emergency Assistants... . Andrea Arvanigian,
Jolee Cohen, Marian giliis, Ben Grubner,
Jessica Hollander-Sunshine, Rebecca Kenigsberg,
Noah Pattillo, Russell Williams
Front of House Staff............ Leo Angulo, Rajiv Awasthi,
Anne Karyna Bakan, Meg Beattie, Lorenza Bernasconi,
Cliff Billings, Sandra Bligen-Doyle, Jessa Brighton,
Marlina Brown, Bonnie Bryson, Sergio Castillo,
Darren Cementina, Maryam Chishti, Paul Crucero,
Noah Dunton, Bellene Fisher, Emily Forman,
Sierra Gamble, Wellington Garbutt, Lulu Grant,
Gabriela Hammond, Daniel Holzman, Olivia Hrko,
Taylor Hunsberger, Linnea Huston, Brittany Joseph,
Courtney Kessler, Caroline Klepper, Tess Kondratiev,
Katie Kudcey, Maaike Laanstra-Corn, Kenjiro Lee,
Samantha Levine, Julia Lewis, Damaris Lopez, MJ Lugo,
Leilani Maldonado, Cherie Marcus, Tia McDonald,
Morganne Melcher, Carla Perez, Jane Marie Price,
Le6n Ramos Fujihara, Cameron Reese, Michelle Resto,
Elizabeth Robbins, Jade Rosenberg, Kelsey Santiago,
Alex Shelbourne, Raina Silver, Marlowe Stone,
Kate Thackaberry, Holly Thomas, Grace Traynor,
Adam Valdez, Carlos Vega, Alyssa Virji, Trevor Wang,
Tyler Warren, Emily Yarmey, Rachel Young

FACILITIES & OPERATIONS

Director, Facilities and

Operations Management Ishmael (Izee) Figueroa
Director, Operations Administration Helen Bennett
Director, IT .. .Arthur Pinori
Operations As ...Mariana Ortiz
Operations Coordlnators ..Wren Durstock, Briana Sellers
Network Administrator ....lan Malinowski
Jr. Systems Administrator .. Edgar Daniels
IT Analyst ... Paul Rosario

.................... Manuel Nunez
.. Jefferson David Aguilar,
Eric Glover

Building Superintendent
Assistant Superintendents...

Painter ... Javier Morales
Handyperson........ Adonis Garcia, Guillermo Mota Mota
Housekeeping Supervisor.......... Amparo Lopez de Nova
Housekeepers.... Efrain Martinez, Giordani Collado Lendof,

Aracelis Mendez-Leon, Leandro Mota, Jose Paulino,
Rafael Paulino, Neli Reyes de Collado,

Naydavel Rodriguez Rodriguez, Wendy Rodriguez
Part-Time Housekeepers Clara Divina de Mendez,
Estrella Dominguez

Front Desk Attendants Eric Delgado, Fabian Harvey
Part-Time Front Desk Attendants Alexander Gagne,
Morgan Hahn, Austin Larkin

Burton Strachan,
unoz, Rafael Tinoco-Jimenez,
Robert Vazquez
Idefonso Cosma

Operations Assistants....
Jonnette

Part-Time Operations Assistant ...........
SPECIAL SERVICES

Managing Partner of Joe’s Pub, LLC Kevin Abbott
Joe’s Pub, LLC Managers ... K.B. Berton, Michelle Clay,

Cooper D’Ambrose, Jersey Katz

Andrew Carmellini

Chef of The Public
Institutional Design. ...Pentagram/Paula Scher
Photographers George E. Joseph, Joan Marcus,
Carol Rosegg, Martha Swope, Simon Luethi
Attorneys.....Davis Wright Tremaine LLP/Graham Coleman;
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP/Gerald T. Hathaway;
Proskauer Rose LLP/Allan Bloom; Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher LLP/Andrew Lance; Venable LLP/

Susan E. Golden

Lutz & Carr LLP
Ennead Architects
DeWitt Stern/Risk Strategies

Accountants
Architectural Consultant
Insurance

THE ACTORS AND STAGE MANAGERS EM-
PLOYED IN THIS PRODUCTION ARE MEMBERS
OF ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION, THE UNION
OF PROFESSIONAL ACTORS AND STAGE MAN-
AGERS IN THE UNITED STATES.

ESUY

The Director and Choreographer are members of
the STAGE DIRECTORS AND CHOREOGRAPHERS
SOCIETY, 2 national theatrical labor union.

United Scenic Artlsts Local USA 829
of the LATS.E. E. represents

the Demgners ‘X Scemc Artists
for the American Theatre

WARNING

The photographing or sound recording of any
performance or the possession of any device for
such photographing or sound recording inside
this theatre, without the written permission of the
management, is prohibited by law. Violators may
be punished by ejection and violations may render
the offender liable for money damages.

FIRE NOTICE: The exit indicated by a red light
and sign nearest to the seat you occupy is the
shortest route to the street. In the event of fire
or other emergency please do not run—WALK TO
THAT EXIT.

Thoughtless persons annoy patrons and endanger
the safety of others by lighting matches or smoking
in prohibited areas during the performances and
intermissions. This violates a city ordinance and is
punishable by law.

FIRE COMMISSIONER
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ANOTE

FROM OSKAR EUSTIS & JACK PHILLIPS MOORE

To know Erika Dickerson-Despenza is to know that the

future of theater is in great hands. Her voice is a wondrous and piercing
light in dark times, reminding us with gorgeous clarity that our art form is as much a way to commune
asitis a spur toward revolutionary justice. CULLUD WATTAH is only one example of her astonishing
talent, a play that is unmistakably contemporary yet also deeply rooted in generations of radical Black
art. And so, it feels not only appropriate but inevitable that CULLUD WATTAH should have its world
premiere at the same theater that Ntozake Shange blessed with for colored girls... in 1976.

You are ahout to meet Marion, Ainee, Big Ma, Reesee, and Plum, a family of Black women living during
the water crisis in Flint, Michigan, which began on April 25, 2014, and is still not fully resolved. We
hope that you value your time with these characters as much as we do. And we also hope that you will
leave this theater knowing that what happened in Flint is not unique to any time or place. The bones of
this country were built with lead pipes, pipes that have leeched poison into the drinking water of Flint,
D.C., Newark, and many, many other communities.

The people of Flint organized and fought for their

community and for their health. other cities around the country are facing
the same tragedy, and everywhere there are people rising up to demand safe drinking water from
their government. These movements are part of larger movements demanding that we protect our
environment, demanding that the government serve all its citizens, and not just the corporations and
profiteers. This is a beautiful and powerful play, but its most powerful impact can only come if you are
moved to join in solidarity with those movements. We hope you will.

Candis C. Jones has long been a hrilliant leader in The Public’s community, and she has assembled an
extraordinary cast and creative team to bring this play to life. Candis has been working with Erika since
the beginning of their professional lives, and they’ve formed a powerful partnership. We hope you can
feel the warmth, joy, and sense of collective purpose that filled their rehearsal room every day.

Together, let us all stand with Flint and every
community in America who has been denied the most

essential resource on earth. vou can find alist of individuals and
organizations who are fighting for water justice across the country on our website. We hope that you'll
join us in supporting them however we can.

Oskar Eustis & Jack Phillips Moore
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, THE PUBLIC THEATER ® DIRECTOR, NEW ARTISTS AND DRAMATURGY PIPELINE
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Flint, Michigan has heen
without clean water

PRI g

"'} 232 Flint Water Crisis and to find
F Organizations you can support, visit:
thepublic.nyc/culludwattahresources
or scan code.

1. Jennifer Dixon, “How Flint's water crisis unfolded,” Detroit Free Press, accessed: 2019 hittps: /www.freep.com/pages/interactives flint-water-crisis-timeline/

IDNIS
Jland
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YOU

Additional support for CULLUD WATTAH provided by an EDGERTON FOUNDATION NEW PLAY AWARD.
This work was commissioned by the VIRGINIA B. TOULMIN FOUNDATION.

THE LUESTHER T. MERTZ CHARITABLE TRUST
PROVIDES LEADERSHIP SUPPORT FOR THE PUBLIC THEATER'S YEAR-ROUND ACTIVITIES

LEAD SUPPORT PROVIDED BY
BEZ0S BLAVAINIK & FORDFOUNDATION

FAMILY FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE HAROLD & MIMI STEINBERG ] AMERICAN “SHUBERT
NEW PLAY DEVELOPMENT FUND 5| FSE i EXPRESS  FOUNDATION u

E&ﬁ:ggﬁgg jetBlue' BANK OF AMERICA %7

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

/EGAR ]D) Comis . ALPHADYNE ARISON ARTS

Famiy Founpation CHARITABLE FﬂUNﬂA\‘IDH FUUNDITWN FOIIHD.IT"J"
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ENDOWM

Rewvom | Council
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Pat Fili-Krushel Julia Pershan EX-OFFICIO

Kenny Leon Julio Peterson Honorable Bill de Blasio,
TREASURER Tal!‘ F|;|_ncus Mayor of the City of New York
Reggie Van Lee ulie hice Honorable Alicia Glen,

&8 Janice Cook Roberts Mayor's Representative
SECRETARY Wendi Rose Honorahle Corey Johnson,
Gordon Davis Josh Sapan Speaker of the New York
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Oskar Eustis llil;ﬂrsetg:rdbriragu Honorable Andrea Gordillo,
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Laurie Beckelman

H. Scott Higgins

E:ﬂﬂ'?giger Colin Callender Kenneth B. Lerer
Danai Gurira Larry Condon Joseph B. Martinsont
Mychal Harrison Joan K. Davidson LuEsther T. Mertzt
Anne Hathaway Kevin Kline Robert Pittman
Ashley Leeds Morgan Freeman George C. Scottt
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Jayne Lipman g?gﬁs;- Spector +Deceased

Luis Miranda, Jr.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

*Voting ex-officio

New York State Council on the Arts
New York State Office of Parks,
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Daniel J. 0°'Donnell,
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Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan
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YOUNG PARTNER BOARD
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Live and In Stereo

Six must-own live albums from Broadway’s biggest stars By Logan Culwell-Block

heatre is an inherently live art form, so it's no surprise that our favorite Broadway stars
Toften shine brightest in front of an audience. Here, in no particular order, are some of the
best live albums recorded by Broadway stars.
Patti LuPone: Live: Released in 1993, this album was LuPone’s first
solo album, live or otherwise. She had, of course, by then already
established herself as a true Broadway star, and this two-disc album
allows her to cover a lot of territory, ranging from pop songs to the
major roles (Evita, Les Miserables) from her career up to that point.

Betty Buckley: This self-titled album, recorded in 1984 at Saint
Bartholomew’s Church in New York City, finds Buckley’s nearly
unprecedented and signature rafter-reaching belt in top form. She
doesn't really pull from her career, but what she does choose to sing

is impressive regardless. Standouts include “Meadowlark,” “The Wind
Beneath My Wings” (four years before Bette Midler sang it), and “Dark
Blue-Eyed Blues,” the latter of which Buckley co-wrote with Lyle Mays.

Barbara Cook At Carnegie Hall: This 1975 album was a comeback of sorts
for Barbara Cook, who, in 1975 when the album was recorded, was
in a career slump after originating leading roles in The Music Man
and She Loves Me. Cook revisits her major Broadway roles, and the
success of this concert and accompanying album launched Cook as
one of the major cabaret performers of the last half-century.

Sondheim, Etc: Bernadette Peters Live at Carnegie Hall- Closely associated
with composer Stephen Sondheim after creating the roles of Dot in
Sunday in the Park with George and The Witch in Intfo the Woods,
) /X B0 .o Peters focused on the Sondheim songbook when planning her 1996
sl 4’/?}':.- 5 h‘ Carnegie Hall concert. She covers some of her non-Sondheim career
o /-"”({_i\ as well, with “Time Heals Everything,” “Raining in My Heart,” and
EENCIE  “Making Love Alone.”

A Happening in Central Park: Recorded in 1967—three years after she
opened Funny Girl on Broadway and a year before the film would be
released—A Happening in Central Park captures Barbra Streisand
early in her career and at her best. She is in fantastic voice singing
songs like “I Can See It,” “People,” and “Happy Days Are Here
Again.” If you want more, there’s a DVD of the concert that offers some
performances not included on the original album.

Merman in Vegas: When this album was recorded at the Flamingo Hotel
in 1962, Ethel Merman was at the height of her fame as the Queen of
Broadway. Merman mostly sticks to her hits, but it's interesting to hear
her covering songs like Bye Bye Birdie’s “A Lot of Livin’ to Do” as well.
This is a fascinating glimpse at one of Broadway'’s biggest stars in front
of an audience. ©
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